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Home based education programme for Orang Asli children: 
an analysis of their educational needs
Introduction. In realizing the vision “education for all”, the educational development of the Orang 
Asli children remains a great challenge. Although various initiatives have been implemented by the 
government of Malaysia, there are still high attrition rates among Orang Asli children in school. 
Instructional programmes and educational initiatives in schools have been designed for mainstream 
education and tend to disregard the traditional assimilation of the Orang Asli culture. This may be the 
reason for the rejection of the mainstream school system among the Orang Asli communities. This study 
purpose is to determine future allocation of resources compare with presently available to develop home 
based education program as an alternative education system for Orang Asli to meet their basic needs. 

Methodology. A survey study has conducted among the Orang Asli community named Semai settled 
in Cameron highland, Pahang state of Peninsular of Malaysia. The questionnaire was distributed among 
30 participants who are the parents and teachers from the Orang Asli community as well as teachers 
of the Orang Asli children from a district in Cameron Highlands; Pahang. Likert scale 5 has adopted 
to determine suitability of mainstream schooling; Forms of Alternative Education and Readiness of 
Orang Asli children comparing presently available resource with future needs to design the home based 
education program according to their needs. 

Results and Findings. Respondents comprised of Orang Asli parents (50%) and teachers (50%) of Orang 
Asli children, majority respondents are the Orang Asli (56.7%) followed by Malay (33.3%). Suitability of 
mainstream schooling in the presently available resource shows (Mean=2.51, SD=0.70) shows not up 
to the standard or do not meet with the Orang Asli children schooling needs however, respondents has 
shown keen interest to improve for the future development where (Mean=4.27, SD=0.57). Alternative 
education in the present context showing (Mean=2.26, SD=0.74) where proposed for future showing 
(Mean=4.72, SD=0.92). Lastly, readiness of Orang Asli children in presently education shows (Mean=1.37, 
SD=0.83) while in the future propose model and readiness showing strongly agree (Mean=4.40, SD=0.68). 

Conclusion. The findings indicate that there is a need for an alternative model of education. A home-
based educational programme model is seen as a means to fulfil parents' aspirations and ensure that 
the values, traditions, beliefs and cultural practices continue to be upheld and are eroded by mainstream 
education system.
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Introduction

T he indigenous people of Malaysia are known as the Orang Asali are indigenous to 
Peninsular Malaysia. There are 18 ethnic groups of Orang Asli officially recorded: 
Temiar, Semai, Lanoh, Semnan, Sabum, Kensiu, Batek, Kentaq Bong, Jehai, Medrique, 

Tonga, Temuan, Jakun, Orang Kanaq, and Orang Selitar, and many smaller groups [1]. 
The Orang Asli remains a minority group in Malaysia comprising only 0.5% of the total 
population in Malaysia which is estimated at 141,230 during the 2004 population survey 
of the department of Orang Asli Affairs [2; 3]. Despite the small numbers of Orang Asli in 
Malaysia, the community has many unresolved issues among education is the core issue. 
The poor academic achievements and mastery of language, low economic development 
and psychosocial are the common issues among the Orang Asli. One of the psychosocial 
issues is the low participation of Orang Asli students in the mainstream education system. 
This issue continues to be a major problem even after nearly three decades of research 
and implementation of a range of government policies. According to statistics from the [4] 
the Orang Asli student dropout rates from secondary schools is relatively high especially 
during the transition from primary school to secondary school. Study of [5] reported that 
about 62 % of Indigenous student drop out from school every year and about 94 % not 
completed their secondary school, dropouts statistics reported [6] among the Orang Asli 
is recorded as followed 2006: 34.50%; 2007: 36.10%; 2008: 31.77%; and 2009: 29.02%. 
Problems related to the attrition from school among Orang Asli and low rates of literacy [7] 
and numeracy continue to plague among the indigenous communities [8]. Study of [9-10] 
stated that previously implemented policy was dismal failed due to lack of coordination 
among the community people in the result huge student dropout. The author has link failure 
reason with socioeconomic poor lifestyle of the Orang Asli, lack of educational awareness. 
Parental involvement may significantly impact and reduce dropout of the student from the 
educational sectors [11]. Doctorate study [12] has conducted on the educational dropout 
and negligence of Orang Asli concluded the reason of educational reform policies failure and 
Orang Asli lack of interested and dropout from the mainstream schooling. Homeschooling 
is informal, unstructured education which is completely coordinated and supervised 
by parents during the mainstream school schedules [13-15]. This form of education is 
temporary or an alternative to the formal education provided by the government or even 
private educational institutions. In some countries, home-schooling is a legal acceptable 
alternative to the mainstream education system and may not require trained teachers [16]. 

 Globalization and the advancement in technologies made possible where anyone can 
access to the information and knowledge with open education systems and online learning. 
Hence, home-schooling can be optimised to ensure equity in education among the Orang 
Asli community. In addition, home-schooling can be used to ensure family ties, traditions 
and cultures be propagated among the young. This could ensure that the values and 
traditions of the Orang Asli community could be preserved. Having an education system 
specific to the needs of the community could address the issue of the high attrition rates 
among Orang Asli children especially if it catered to the needs of the Orang Asli children 
themselves. This research focus on the educational needs of the Orang Asli children will be 
analysed to identify issues which needs to be addressed in mainstream schooling and to 
determine the possibility of implementing a home-based or home-schooling educational 
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programme model. In the past, home based education program organised by Australian 
parents discussed [17]. Home based education program in Malaysia is widely discussed 
in the studies conducted by [18; 19]. Study discussed school refusal of negative children 
or indigenous children were thought home based education [20]. Early studies conducted 
in Malaysia was also recommended home based education program for orange [21] in 
contrast studies [22; 23] have suggested home-based education programme to provide an 
alternative education in rural areas. Studies of [24-26] discussed the resources in a learning 
community for home-based education programme. The Orang Asli children require an 
educational program as they are in the rural interiors and hinterlands, and may require 
different needs and resources in their community to live in the jungles of the interiors from 
other Malaysian communities. In addition, the parents and members of the community 
as stakeholders should be accountable in transmitting the indigenous knowledge of their 
community in order to preserve it for posterity. Hence, a model of home-based education 
and home-schooling specific to the Orang Asli community is required. Home based education 
programme model development for Orang Asli children may need to be different from the 
concept of home based education programme practiced by the majority of parents in the 
world. Therefore, a needs analysis to determine the suitability and requirements in the 
context of home based education programme model of education of Orang Asli children 
in the future is focused part of this study. The second part comprised of three domains: 
Suitability of Mainstream Schooling; Forms of Alternative Education and Readiness of Orang 
Asli children. The objectives of the study is set to understand the issues of mainstream 
schooling and home based education programme model development needs in the future 
for Orang Asli children. Hence the following research questions are addressed: What are 
the views of teachers and parents on issues of current Orang Asli mainstream schooling in 
the context of the study of Orang Asli children? What is the difference between the views of 
teachers and parents for home based education programme model development needs in 
the future in the context of the study of Orang Asli children? 

Methodology

Questionnaire survey study was conducted among the largest ethnic group of Orang 
Asli named Semai settled in Cameron highland, Pahang state of Peninsular of Malaysia. The 
questionnaire was distributed among 30 participants who are the parents and teachers 
from the Orang Asli community as well as teachers of the Orang Asli children from a district 
in Cameron Highlands, Pahang.

Demographic followed by the second part comprised on Suitability of Mainstream 
Schooling; Forms of Alternative Education and Readiness of Orang Asli children. Likert scale 
5-point was used in this study where 1-strongly disagree and 5 strongly agree. 

Results 

The participants involved two main groups of parents who are Orang Asli and teachers of 
Orang Asli children. The respondents were of two categories: teachers of Orang Asli children 
and teachers in primary schools with Orang Asli children. Table 1 shows the demographics 
of the respondents.
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Table 1
Demographics of Respondents

Status Frequency Percentage (%)
Parent 15 50
Teacher 15 50

Ethnicity Frequency Percentage (%)
Malay 10 33.3
Chinese 1 3.3
India 2 6.7
Orang Asli 17 56.7
N=30

Table 1 show respondents comprised of Orang Asli parents (50%) and teachers (50%) of 
Orang Asli children (including Orang Asli teachers). The majority of respondents in this study 
were represented by Orang Asli (56.7%) comprising of 15 Orang Asli parents and 2 teachers. 
The rest were experienced teachers teaching Orang Asli children with more than 5 years of 
teaching experience in primary schools.

Challenges faced by Orang Asli
This study focused on the perceptions of teachers and parents present issues of Orang 

Asli children in mainstream schooling and home based education programme in order to 
determine the future needs of the Orang Asli children. The perceptions of teachers and 
parents of Orang Asli were analysed in three domains: Suitability of Mainstream Schooling; 
Forms of Alternative Education and Readiness of Orang Asli children.

Suitability of the Mainstream Schooling for Orang Asli children
The perception regarding mainstream schooling were analysed in the present and 

future context by keeping their main needs accordingly. Table 2 shows the present and 
future sustainability of mainstream schooling for Orang Asli children in the present and the 
anticipated needs for the development of a home based education programme model in 
the future is analysed. 

Table 2
Present and Future Suitability of Mainstream Schooling for Orang Asli children 

Suitability of Mainstream School System N
Present Future

Mean SD Mean SD
School Time 30 2.57 0.82 4.27 1.08
Curriculum 30 2.53 0.77 4.30 1.02
The distance between the place of residence to the school 30 2.43 0.77 4.50 0.94
Values of the community 30 2.37 0.67 4.77 0.57
Suitability of Socio-cultural Community 30 2.67 0.74 4.73 0.52

The results of the study showed that the respondents disagreed on the present situation 
of the mainstream school for Orang Asli children as it did not seem in accordance with the 
socio-cultural aspect of Orang Asli community (Mean = 2.67, SD = 0.74), the suitability of 
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the distance between the place of residence of Orang Asli community with the mainstream 
schools (Mean = 2:43, SD = 0.77), the suitability of the curriculum (Mean = 2:53, SD = 
0.77), the appropriateness of mainstream school hours (Mean = 2:57, SD = 0.82) and the 
appropriateness of the values of the community (Mean = 2:37, SD = 0.67). 

The results of the study showed that the respondents' expectations of the development 
of a home-schooling model should take into account the needs for the future as the 
respondents strongly agreed that an appropriate Orang Asli home-schooling model would 
take into account the appropriateness of the schooling hours (Mean = 4:27, SD = 1:08), the 
suitability of the curriculum (Mean = 4:30, SD = 1:02), the suitability of the distance between 
the place of residence to the school (Mean = 4:50, SD = 0.94), the appropriateness of the 
values of the community (Mean = 4.77, SD = 0.57) and the suitability of the socio-cultural 
aspect of Orang Asli communities (Mean = 4.73, SD = 0.53). In summary, the respondents 
in the context of this research perceived that the current situation in mainstream schooling 
was not suitable for the education of Orang Asli children with respect to the curriculum, 
the distance between the place of residence to the school, values of the community and 
suitability of the socio-cultural aspect of the community in the current school environment. 
Respondents perceived that the expectations for the future development of a home based 
education programme model should be based on their needs as table 2 findings indicated 
would meet the educational needs of the Orang Asli children. 

Alternative forms of education for Orang Asli children
The perception regarding the provision of alternative education for Orang Asli children 

in the present and the anticipated needs for the development of a home based education 
programme model in the future is reviewed and analysed as findings shown in Table 3.

Table 3
Present and Future Alternative Education forms for Orang Asli children

Alternative forms of education N
Present Future

Mean SD Mean SD
Vocational Education 30 2.37 0.96 4.80 0.61
Home based education programme 30 2.67 0.74 4.43 0.68
Special School 30 2.40 0.81 4.37 0.76
Distance Education 30 2.17 0.80 3.97 1.30

The findings in Table 3 indicated that respondents disagreed with the presently 
available alternative sources or form of education which was considered suitable for Orang 
Asli children. The respondents disagreed on distance education (Mean = 2:17, SD = 0.80), 
special schools (Mean = 2:40, SD = 0.81); home based education programme education 
(Mean = 2.67, SD = 0.74) and vocational skills-based education (Mean = 2:37, SD = 0.96) as 
an alternative to the mainstream school system for Orang Asli children.

However, the respondents' expectations of the development of a home-schooling model 
should take into account the needs for the future as the respondents strongly agreed that 
an appropriate Orang Asli homeschooling model would take into account the alternative 
forms of education such as vocational education (Mean = 4.80, SD = 0.61), home based 
education programme (Mean = 4:43, SD = 0.68), special schools (Mean = 4.97, SD 1.30) and 
distance education programmes (Mean = 3.97, SD = 1.30). In summary, with the presently 
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available alternative sources of education is not sufficient to meet the educational needs 
of the Orang Asli children. Where respondents perceived that the expectations for the 
development of a home based education programme model in the future would consider 
the educational needs of the Orang Asli children and to apply the values and practices of 
indigenous traditions.

Readiness to learn among Orang Asli children
The readiness to learn for Orang Asli children in the mainstream school system in 

the present and the anticipated needs for the development of a home based education 
programme model in the future is analysed and findings shown in Table 4. 

Table 4
The readiness to learn among Orang Asli children

Learning readiness N
Present Future

Mean SD Mean SD
Emotional Intelligence 30 1.70 0.84 3.40 1.25
Efficiency of Social interaction 30 1.37 0.56 4.50 0.68
Intellectual Ability 30 1.70 0.75 4.40 0.62
Maturity 30 1.47 0.63 4.10 1.09

The findings indicated that the respondents strongly disagreed on the present situation 
of learning readiness among the Orang Asli children in the mainstream school system. 
Currently in mainstream schools, there is not enough attention paid to the efficiency of social 
interaction (Mean = 1:37, SD = 0.56) among Orang Asli children. In addition, respondents also 
strongly disagreed that the mainstream school system currently considered the readiness of 
the children to learn by taking into account the maturity of the Orang Asli children (Mean 
1:47, SD = 0.63), their emotional intelligence (Mean = 1.70, SD = 0.84) and intellectual 
ability (Mean = 1.70, SD = 0.75). The results of the study showed that the respondents' 
expectations of the development of a home-schooling model should take into account the 
needs for the future as the respondents strongly agreed that an appropriate Orang Asli 
homeschooling model would take into account the efficiency of social interaction (Mean = 
4:50, SD = 0.68), intellectual ability (Mean = 4:40, SD = 0.62) and personal maturity among 
the Orang Asli children (Mean = 4:10, SD = 1:09). Respondents were not so sure on their 
willingness to learn aspects of emotional intelligence among Orang Asli children (Mean = 
3.40 and SD = 1.25). In summary, findings show that presently the readiness in mainstream 
schooling was not suitable for the education of Orang Asli children. Respondents perceived 
that the expectations for the development of a home based education programme model 
in the future would meet the educational needs of the Orang Asli children.

Discussion and implication of study

This study was conducted to identify the needs to design an appropriate a model home 
based education program for Orang Asli children. The needs analysis was conducted to 
identify the current challenges and issues of Orang Asli children's education in mainstream 
schooling. The problem of education for children of indigenous peoples such as they drop-
out of school was discussed in the studies such as [5] discussed Orang Asli dropout from 
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the school in Melaka state of Malaysia refer to [7] highlighted problems among Orang 
Asli education dropout. Among the Orang Asli school dropout largely discussed [9; 11] 
as the core issue in the implemention of education polices. Study [27-29] postulated the 
prevention of dropout children from the school especially among Orang Asli community in 
Malaysia and the identity issue among Orang Asli children [16]. The findings of the needs 
analysis indicated that mainstream school system as being practiced currently is not in 
keeping with the aspirations and desires of the education of Orang Asli community. The 
mainstream curriculum being used is not concerned with the traditions and practices of the 
Orang Asli community. Moreover, mainstream schools were too far away from Orang Asli 
settlements and it is too difficult for parents to send their children to school. Additionally, 
what was more worrying for parent’s moral values and the practice of teaching in mainstream 
schooling failed to inculcate good moral values among Orang Asli children. Values taught in 
mainstream schools did not emphasize on social-cultural values and traditions of the Orang 
Asli community. Mainstream school environment also did not developed according to the 
socio-cultural norms of the Orang Asli community. Therefore, there is a need to develop 
a model of homeschooling for the Orang Asli children's education based in the future 
education needs for the indigenous peoples. Most of the respondents strongly agreed that 
alternative home based education programmes are needed to meet the educational needs 
of the Orang Asli children in the future, especially in developing values and practices as well 
as socio-cultural traditions of indigenous peoples in every Orang Asli child. The findings 
of the analysis of the readiness to learn about Orang Asli children, particularly emotional 
intelligence, and efficiency of social interaction, intellectual ability and maturity of the Orang 
Asli child in the mainstream school system did not meet the educational needs of Orang Asli 
children. Learning and teaching Orang Asli children in mainstream schools conducted in 
accordance with the level of children's readiness generally, in mainstream schooling. Thus, 
the development of home-based education model programme for Orang Asli children in the 
future are expected to keep the level of learning readiness Orang Asli children

Conclusion and suggestion

Based on the survey study findings conclusions can be made regarding the need for the 
development of home based education model program for Orang Asli children in Malaysia. 
In addressing the issue of Orang Asli child's education, adaptation alternative home based 
education program a recommendation of education based option education to Orang Asli 
children should consider by all stake holders. Orang Asli parents should be given the choice 
and opportunity to determine the best form of education for their children. There is a need 
to develop model home based education program for Orang Asli children to enable parents 
to design their own curriculum and tradition of the desired value in the identity formation 
of her children [3; 16] made similar conclusion in their study. It concluded that the learning 
process takes place, namely trans-generational experiences, absorption and partnership 
from generation to generation [30]. The needs for the development of home-based education 
model program for children learning with concept Orang Asli communities that Orang Asli 
students who undergo home based education programmed allowed to participate in extra-
curricular activities, undergoing experimental science laboratories and specific guidance 
on literacy and numeracy in public schools at the appropriate time period. Cooperation 
between the school and the Orang Asli community, the education of Orang Asli children 
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can expose new dimension leading to fewer dropouts in the Orang Asli communities. Home 
based education designed based on their needs and requirements will certainly give more 
confidence to the parents to send their children to school because of the skills, traditions 
and way of life that would be passed on to the children met in the home based education 
model. Concerns about the impact of parental socialization and assimilation that erode the 
culture, traditions and ethnic Orang Asli holdings through school institutions will reduced. 
In conclusion, efforts to integrate Orang Asli students in mainstream schools do not be one 
of the ways in which the integration of different cultures recognized, otherwise it becomes a 
program in which students assimilate Orang Asli people will be absorbed into the dominant 
society also concluded by [31]. This phenomenon is a major issue in the education of their 
Orang Asli children today where parents continue to marginalize public school on grounds 
of viability. Thus, through the development of education on home based education program 
model for Orang Asli children, can develop the personality of children with the inherited 
tradition of ethnic culture without sacrificing academic education.
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